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NON-FICTION

CONTEMPORARY HISTORY

By accident, Sigrid Falkenstein discovers a family
secret: Anna was mentally handicapped; she was a
victim of the Nazis’ »mercy killings« and died in the gas
chamber of Grafeneck. When Sigrid Falkenstein finds
her aunt’s name on a list of killings on the internet, she
begins to investigate. With the help of the collective
memories of the family, old photographs and the examination of old patient files, she reconstructs Anna’s
tragic life story in order to be able to integrate it into
a wider context with the aid of psychiatrist Frank
Schneider. Anna’s death stands for the mass murder of
about 300,000 mentally ill and mentally and physically
disabled people who were annihilated due to racial
and hereditary cleansing. A very moving book and a
haunting reminder of the past.
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Whether it’s disco, street dance, waltz, ballet, or a
children’s round dance – we all do it, at every age, and
at the most diverse occasions: dancing. We were all
born with this physical instrument, and it is hard to
imagine not only the theatre without dance, but also
showbiz in general, TV commercials, and music clips.
With her entertaining survey of the history of dance,
Dorion Weickmann shows that rhythmic movement has
been a part of being human from time immemorial:
only the elevation of the mind in the course of history
has noticeably dampened our comfort with our lively
physical being. It is about time for a renaissance of
dance. Neurobiology already praises it as a higher form
of thinking – with our whole body.

Dr Dorion Weickmann studied social and
economic history before working in publishing as a dance reviewer for Süddeutsche
Zeitung and ballettanz/tanz. She also offers
her consulting services to public institutions
such as the Goethe-Institut and the German
Federal Cultural Foundation. She lives in
Berlin with her family.
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Sigrid
Falkenstein,
born in 1946, has been
living in Berlin, where
she works as a teacher,
since 1971. She is very
committed to commemorating the victims of what the Nazi’s
termed »euthanasia«
and also works closely with the Topography of Terror Documentation
Center (www.topograhpie.de). Read more on www.sigrid-falkenstein.de. Prof Dr Dr Frank Schneider, MD, was born in 1958, and has
a PhD in Social Sciences. He is the medical director of the department
of psychiatry, psychotherapy, and psychosomatics at the University
Hospital Aachen, Germany. Accounting for the history of his own profession is a concern very close to his heart.
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